Message:  "The Resurrection"

Date Completed:    `May 18, 1999        Revision  June 15, 2003
Teaching Pastor:    Roscoe L. De Chalus

Worship Songs:    "Jesus is a live " by Ron Kenoly

                               " Thank you for given to the Lord "    

                               " Alleluia "

Welcome all guests. 

Offertory:             Song  "Jesus is a Live "Instrumental Version"

Offering:              Quote Bible verses Malachi 3:1-18

Announcements:  Encourage the congregation to invite their friends and family to upcoming services.

Prayer:

Lord, the resurrection demonstrates a glimpse of your power yet many do not understand or accept this process. Please help us in understanding biblically what the resurrection means and how it applies to mankind in Jesus name Amen.

 Message

Opening Statement: 
Today we are going to look at what the Bible say about the resurrection... How do you suppose it will happen? What does the word resurrection mean? 
Answer: 

According to the Webters & New Collegiate Dictionary the Resurrection means the act of rising from the dead, to rise again, the rising of Christ from the dead, the rising again to life of all human dead before the final judgement, the state of one rise from the dead.

Resurrect: To raise from the dead. To bring to view, attention, or use again.

Visual or Audio Aids (Optional)

Biblical Examples:

Open your Bibles to Matthew 28: 1-10. Follow along as I read these verses:
The Resurrection 
1After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 
2There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 
5The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you." 
8So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me." 

Luke 24: 1-12

The Resurrection 
1On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7'The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.' " 8Then they remembered his words. 
9When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. 10It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. 11But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 12Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.

You can find other references to this in the following books in the Bible:
 Mark 16: 1-11 and John 20: 1-18

Ascension:

Jesus ascends to heaven: Mark 16:10
Mark 16
10She went and told those who had been with him and who were mourning and weeping. 
Luke 24:50-53
The Ascension:
50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 
Question:

How can a body that has been consumed by fire or completely decomposed be resurrected? A body buried in a wooden casket would normally be entirely decomposed after a few hundred years, depending upon the conditions of the soil. Similarly, a seaman buried at sea would leave no traces. (Not a trace seems to remain of all of those who went down with the Titanic, for instance.) 

The apostle Paul made it clear that our new body, though possessing some identity with our mortal body, will be a new "spiritual body" (1 Corinthians 15:35-44). God will not need to gather up the scattered molecules of our earthly bodies. (Remember: the bodies of many Christians have been completely destroyed by fire, devoured by animals, or decomposed). Therefore 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 doesn't refer to a bizarre scene in which the ashes in funerary urns or decayed bodies in earthly graves are suddenly reconstituted. Rather, the resurrection is the wonderful occasion in which believers who have died will again be granted full bodily form, this time in a glorified heavenly body which can never again die or experience decay.

Note: 

For Jesus Christ and Salvation: Open your Bibles to Ephesians 1:3-14 and John 3:15-18

God wants to hear your voice. Your voice matters to God. Let’s make sure we start to worship God with total reverence to him. 
Closing Statements:

Are you confident that when the resurrection takes place you will be on the side of the Lord? 

Have quiet for 2 minutes to allow for personal prayer and reflection.

Ask the congregation: Is God speaking to you? Please listen to him. A lot hangs in the balance!

Is there anyone here that is not saved and was tapped on the shoulder to get it done today?

Please come forward to me so we can pray together and start the Baptism process. We want to welcome you into the kingdom of God. Don't be afraid. Your eternity depends on your decision. Remember you are not promise tomorrow or later. The time is now! 

If you are not ready but you want more information on becoming a Christian please speak to one of our volunteers and they will gladly give you the information you need.  
Please stand for closing Prayer:

Lord, thanks for the hope of the resurrection. It is so good to know that life as we know is not all there is. You can and will resurrect us as demonstrated in your word. You are awesome. We put our hope and trust in you Lord in Jesus name Amen.
ROSCOE DE CHALUS: I have written this message as an act of obedience. This message was the result of leading from God. God said that all I need to preach was in me. God said through a prompting in my mind: “Write up a sermon on the resurrection”.  5/17/99
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